CLEAN COPY
CLAIMS
We claim:

1. A process for the preparation of (2-bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-phenyl)-methyl bromide of
formula (1)

OCH;
OCH;4

Br

Br

which comprise;

(a) reacting veratrole of formula (I11) with a brominating agent in the presence of
hydrogen peroxide in a suitable solvent to provide 4-bromo-veratrole of formula (I1);

OCH, OCH,
(nn Br
(1))

(b) reacting 4-bromo-veratrole of formula (1) with formaldehyde and a brominating
agent in a suitable solvent to provide (2-bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-phenyl)-methyl
bromide of formula (1).

2. A one pot process for the preparation of (2-bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-phenyl)-methyl
bromide of formula (1)

OCH;
OCH;

Br
Br

(1)

which comprise;



(a) reacting veratrole of formula (I11) with a brominating agent in the presence of
hydrogen peroxide in a suitable solvent to provide 4-bromo-veratrole of formula
(1n);

OCHj,4 OCHg4

(i) r
(I
(b) reacting insitu 4-bromo-veratrole of formula (11) with formaldehyde and a
brominating agent in a suitable solvent to provide (2-bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-

phenyl)-methyl bromide of fonnula (1).

. The process as claimed in claim | or 2, wherein the brominating agent is selected from
the group comprising of bromine, hydrogen bromide or N-bromosuccinamide.

. The process as claimed in claim 3, wherein the brominating agent is hydrogen

bromide.

. The process as claimed in claim | or 2, where in the suitable solvent in step (a) is
selected from the group comprising of methylene dichloride, chlorobenzene, toluene,
xylene, ethyl acetate, butyl acetate, isopropyl acetate, diethyl ether, isopropyl ether,
diisopropyl ether, methyl tert-butyl ether.

. The process as claimed in claim 5, wherein the suitable solvent is methylene
dichloride.

. The process as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the suitable solvent in step (b) is
selected from acetic acid, methylene chloride or mixtures thereof.

. The process as claimed in claim 7, wherein the suitable solvent is acetic acid.
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MARKED COPY
CLAIMS
We claim:

1. A process for the preparation of (2-bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-phenyl)-methyl bromide of
formula (1)

OCH,
OCH;

Br

Br

which comprise;

(a) reacting veratrole of formula (111) with a brominating agent in the presence of
hydrogen peroxide in a suitable solvent to provide 4-bromo-veratrole of formula (I1);

OCH; OCHj;
OCH, OCH,
an Br
()

(b) reacting 4-bromo-veratrole of formula (1) with formaldehyde and a brominating
agent in a suitable solvent to provide (2-bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-phenyl)-methyl
bromide of formula (I).
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- I |
———— - -
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2. The process as claimed in claim | wherein A one pot process for the preparation of (2-
bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-phenyl)-methyl bromide of formula (I)




OCH;
OCH,

Br

Br
(1)
which comprise;
(a) reacting veratrole of formula (111) with a brominating agent in the presence of
hydrogen peroxide in a suitable solvent to provide 4-bromo-veratrole of formula
(n;

(i) r
an
(b) reacting insitu 4-bromo-veratrole of formula (11) with formaldehyde and a
brominating agent in a suitable solvent to provide (2-bromo-4,5-dimethoxy-

phenyl)-methyl bromide of fonnula (1).

. The process as claimed claim I or 2, wherein the brominating agent is selected from
the group comprising of bromine, hydrogen bromide or N-bromosuccinamide.

. The process as claimed in claim 3, wherein the brominating agent is hydrogen
bromide.

. The process as claimed in claim | or 2, where in the suitable solvent in step (a) is
selected from the group comprising of methylene dichloride, chlorobenzene, toluene,
xylene, ethyl acetate, butyl acetate, isopropyl acetate, diethyl ether, isopropyl ether,
diisopropyl ether, methyl tert-butyl ether.

. The process as claimed in claim 5, wherein the suitable solvent is methylene
dichloride.

. The process as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the suitable solvent in step (b) is
selected from acetic acid, halegenated-selvent- methylene chloride or mixtures
thereof.




8. The process as claimed in claim 7, wherein the suitable solvent is acetic acid.
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