
 

 

 

We claim: 

 

1. A method for displaying a user interface (200) for managing communication sessions 

on a communications device, the method comprising: 

 generating for display, by a processor (120), displaying, on in a first side 

portion of the user interface (200) for a first user, a first set of user-configurable 

communication information  a fan comprising a plurality of graphical user interface 

elements that are scrollable by the first user, wherein an active graphical user 

interface element of the plurality of graphical user interface elements displays 

communication information associated with a second user different from the first 

user, and wherein inactive graphical user interface elements of the plurality of 

graphical user interface elements display truncated communication information;  

  displaying the fan in the user interface (200); 

 displaying, on a second side portion of the user interface, a second set of user-

configurable communication information; anddisplaying, generating for display, by 

the processor (120), on a center portion of the user interface (200), a communication 

work space comprising an active spotlight region that depicts, by using a visual 

metaphor that resembles a spotlight, an active communication session that the first 

user is currently participating in, the active spotlight region featuring  graphical 

elements representing participants associated with the active communication session; 

and 

  displaying the active spotlight region in the user interface (200). 

 

2. The method of claimas claimed in claim 1, wherein the communications device 

receives user  input via a touch sensitive display (170). 

 

3. The method of claim as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first set of user-configurable 

communication information and the second set of user-configurable communication 

information each comprise at least one of communication information comprises: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

contact information, schedule information, current communication session 

information, applications, and other multimedia communication features. 

 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein at least part of the contact information is 

organized into expandable groups 

 

54. The method of claim as claimed in claim 1, wherein the wherein the side portion is a 

first side portion, wherein the fan is a first fan, and wherein the plurality of graphical 

user interface elements is a first plurality of graphical user interface elements, the 

method comprising displaying, on a second side portion of the user interface (200), a 

second fan comprising a second plurality of graphical user interface elements that are 

scrollable by the first user first set of user-configurable communication information 

and the second set of user-configurable communication information are displayed as a 

first fan of items and a second fan of items. 

 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
 

receiving from a user a touch input directed to one of the first fan of items and the 

second fan of items; and 

scrolling the one of the first fan of items and the second fan of items based on the 

touch input. 

75. The method of claim as claimed in claim 1, wherein a detail of the communication 

information is displayed in the communication workspace when the first user 

interacts with the active graphical user interface element the communication work 

space displays at least one current communication session. 

 

8. The method of claim 12, further comprising: 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

receiving user input to toggle from an active communication session from a 

first current communication session to a second communication session; 

setting  the  second  communication  session  as the  active  

communication session; and 

 updating the  communication  work  space to  reflect the  active  

communication session. 

96. A communications device having a touch-based user interface (200), the the user 

interfacecommunications device comprising: 

  a processor (120); 

  a touch sensitive display (170); 

  wherein: 

 the processor (120) generates for display, in a side portion of the user interface 

(200) for a first user, a fan comprising a plurality of graphical user inter face elements 

that are scrollable by the first user, wherein an active graphical user interface element 

of the plurality of graphical user interface elements displays communication 

information associated with a second user different from the first user, and wherein 

inactive graphical user interface elements of the plurality of graphical user interface 

elements display truncated communication informationa display module configured 

to output on a first side portion of the touch sensitive display, a first set of user-

configurable communication information, to output on a second side portion of the 

touch sensitive display a second set of user-configurable communication information, 

to output on a center portion of the touch sensitive display a communication work 

space;  

 the display (170) displays the fan in the user interface (200); 

 the processor (120) generates for display on the user interface (200), an active 

spotlight region that depicts, by using a visual metaphor that resembles a spotlight, an 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

active communication session that the first user is currently participating in, the active 

spotlight region featuring graphical elements representing participants associated with 

the active communication session; and 

 a user input module configured to receive user input via the touch sensitive 

display; and 

an interaction module configured to update the touch sensitive display based on the 

user inthe display (170) displays the active spotlight region in the user interface (200). 

 

10. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium storing instructions which, when 

executed by a computing device, cause the computing device to display an interface 

for managing communication sessions, the instructions comprising: 

displaying, on a first side portion of the user interface, a first set of user­ 

configurable communication  information; 

   displaying, on a second side portion of the user interface, a second set of user-

configurable communication information; and 

 displaying, on a center portion of the user interface, a communication work space. 

 



ABSTRACT 

USER INTERFACE FOR MANAGING COMMUNICATION SESSIONS 

 

 

Disclosed herein are systems, and methods, and non-transitory computer-readable storage media 

for displaying a user interface (200) for managing communication sessions on a communication 

device. A system configured to practice the method displays, on a first side portion of the user 

interface, a first set of user-configurable communication information. The system displays, a 

second side portion of the user interface, a second set of user-configurable communication 

information. The system displays, on a center portion of the user interface, a communication 

work space for managing communication sessions. In one embodiment including a touch 

sensitive display (170), this interface is used with a tablet device such that a natural position of 

user's thumbs are in an optimal position to interact efficiently with the user interface (200). The 

side portions can be user-configurable to display, for example, contacts, calendar events, tasks, 

memos, and so forth. 
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AMENDED CLAIM SET 

 

1. A method for displaying a user interface for managing communication sessions on a 

communications device, the method characterized by comprising: 

 displaying, on a [[first]] side portion of the user interface for a first user, a fan 

comprising a plurality of graphical user interface elements that are scrollable by the first user, 

wherein an active graphical user interface elements of the plurality of graphical user interface 

elements displays a first set of user-configurable communication information associated with a 

second user different from the first user, and wherein inactive graphical user interface elements 

of the plurality of graphical user interface elements display truncated communication 

information; 

 displaying, on a second side portion of the user interface, a second set of user-

configurable communication information; and 

 displaying, on a center portion of the user interface, a communication work space 

comprising an active spotlight region that depicts, by using a visual metaphor that resembles a 

spotlight, an active communication session that the first user is currently participating in, the 

active spotlight region featuring graphical elements representing participants associated with the 

active communication session. 

 

2. The method of claim 1, characterized by wherein the communications device receiving 

receives user input via a touch sensitive display. 

 

3. The method of claim 1, characterized by wherein the first set of user-configurable 

communication information and the second set of user-configurable communication 

information comprising each comprise at least one of contact information, schedule 



information, current communication session information, applications, [[and]] or other 

multimedia communication features. 

 

4. The method of claim 3, characterized by wherein the contact communication 

information comprising comprises at least one of a name, phone number, email address, instant 

messaging address, social media link, an image, presence information, relationship information, 

business information, personal notes, [[and]] or other communication links. 

 

5. The method of claim 3, characterized by wherein the contact information being [[is]] 

presented based on at least one of alphabetical order and frequency of use. 

 

6. The method of claim 5, characterized by the wherein frequency of use being is further 

based on at least one of topic, project, [[and]] or recency of use. 

 

7. The method of claim 3, characterized by wherein a trust level between [[a]] the first 

user and a particular contact restricting restricts which pieces of contact information are 

displayed for the particular contact. 

 

8. The method of claim 3, characterized by wherein at least part of the contact information 

being [[is]] organized into an expandable group groups. 

 

9. The method of claim 1, characterized by wherein the side portion being a first side 

portion, wherein the fan is a first fan, and wherein the plurality of graphical user interface 

elements is a first plurality of graphical user interface elements, the method further comprising 

displaying, on a second side portion of the user interface is on a left side of a display, a second 



fan comprising a second plurality of graphical user interface elements that are scrollable by the 

first user and the second side portion of the user interface is on a right side of the display. 

 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein characterized by the fan allowing the first user to 

navigate through each graphical user interface element by one of flipping and scrolling through 

the plurality of graphical user interface elements set of user-configurable communication 

information and the second set of user-configurable communication information are displayed 

as a first fan of items and a second fan of items. 

 

11. The method of claim 10, characterized by further comprising: 

 receiving from a user a touch input directed to one of the first fan of items and the 

second fan of items; and 

 scrolling the one of the first fan of items and the second fan of items based on the touch 

input. 

 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein characterized by a detail of the communication 

information being displayed in the communication work space when the first user interacts with 

the active graphical user interface element displays at least one current communication session. 

 

13. The method of claim 12, characterized by further comprising displaying one of a 

control controls and a setting, settings based on the at least one current communication session. 

 

14. The method of claim 12, characterized by further comprising: 

 receiving user input to toggle the from an active communication session from a first 

current communication session to a second communication session; 



 setting the second communication session as the active communication session; and 

 updating the active spotlight region communication work space to reflect the active 

communication session. 

 

15. The method of claim 1, characterized by further comprising displaying on the first side 

portion of the user interface an index associated with the fan first set of user-configurable 

communication information. 

 

16. The method of claim 1, characterized by further comprising displaying a notification 

bar on the user interface. 

 

17. The method of claim 16, characterized by wherein the notification bar comprising 

comprises at least one of an alert alerts, a time, a date, a reminder, a current user status, or a 

current user presence. 

 

18. The method of claim 1, characterized by further comprising displaying a media menu of 

a communication modality modalities. 

 

19. A communications device having a touch-based user interface, the An arrangement 

useful to apply in the method of claim 1, characterized by user interface comprising: 

 a processor; 

 a touch sensitive display; 

a computer-readable storage medium storing instructions which, when executed by the 

processor, cause the processor to perform operations comprising: 



a display module configured to output displaying, on a first side portion of the 

touch sensitive display used by a first user, a fan comprising a plurality of graphical user 

interface elements that are scrollable by the first user, wherein an active graphical user 

interface element of the plurality of graphical user interface elements displays 

communication information associated with a second user different from the first user, 

and wherein inactive graphical user interface elements of the plurality of graphical user 

interface elements display truncated communication information first set of user-

configurable communication information, to output on a second side portion of the 

touch sensitive display a second set of user-configurable communication information, to 

output on a center portion of the touch sensitive display a communication work space; 

and 

displaying, on the display, an active spotlight region that depicts, by using a 

visual metaphor that resembles a spotlight, an active communication session that the 

first user is currently participating in, the active spotlight region featuring graphical 

elements representing participants associated with the active communication session 

a user input module configured to receive user input via the touch sensitive 

display; and 

an interaction module configured to update the touch sensitive display based on 

the user input. 

 

20. A non-transitory computer-readable storage device medium storing instructions which, 

when executed by a processor of the arrangement of claim 19 computing device, cause the 

processor computing device to perform operations characterized by display an interface for 

managing communication sessions, the instructions comprising: 



 displaying, on a first side portion of [[the]] a user interface for a first user, a fan 

comprising a plurality of graphical user interface elements that are scrollable by the first user, 

wherein an active graphical user interface element of the plurality of graphical user interface 

elements displays first set of user-configurable communication information associated with a 

second user different from the first user, and wherein inactive graphical user interface elements 

of the plurality of graphical user interface elements display truncated communication 

information; and 

 displaying, on a second side portion of the user interface, an active spotlight region that 

depicts, by using a visual metaphor that resembles a spotlight, an active communication session 

that the first user is currently participating in, the active spotlight region featuring graphical 

elements representing participants associated with the active communication session a second 

set of user-configurable communication information; and 

displaying, on a center portion of the user interface, a communication work space. 
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PRIMERA PORCIÓN LATERAL DE LA INTERFAZ DE USUARIO, UN PRIMER CONJUNTO DE LA INFORMACIÓN
CONFIGURABLE POR EL USUARIO PARA LAS COMUNICACIONES. EL SISTEMA MUESTRA, EN UNA SEGUNDA
PORCIÓN LATERAL DE LA INTERFAZ DE USUARIO, UN SEGUNDO CONJUNTO DE LA INFORMACIÓN CONFIGURABLE
POR EL USUARIO PARA LAS COMUNICACIONES. EL SISTEMA MUESTRA, EN UNA PORCIÓN CENTRAL DE LA
INTERFAZ DE USUARIO, UN ESPACIO DE TRABAJO DE COMUNICACIONES PARA GESTIONAR LAS SESIONES DE
COMUNICACIONES. EN UNA REALIZACIÓN QUE INCLUYE UNA PANTALLA SENSIBLE AL TACTO, ESTA INTERFAZ SE
USA CON UN DISPOSITIVO TABLET TAL QUE, EN UNA POSICIÓN NATURAL, LOS PULGARES DE USUARIO ESTÁN EN
UNA POSICIÓN ÓPTIMA PARA INTERACTUAR EFICIENTEMENTE CON LA INTERFAZ DE USUARIO. LAS PORCIONES
LATERALES PUEDEN SER CONFIGURABLES POR EL USUARIO PARA MOSTRAR, POR EJEMPLO, CONTACTOS,
EVENTOS DE CALENDARIO, TAREAS, MEMOS, ETC.

REIVINDICACIONES

REIVINDICACIÓN: 1.­ UN MÉTODO PARA EXHIBIR UNA INTERFAZ DE USUARIO PARA GESTIONAR SESIONES DE
COMUNICACIONES EN UN DISPOSITIVO DE COMUNICACIONES, EL MÉTODO CARACTERIZADO PORQUE COMPRENDE
LOS PASOS DE: MOSTRAR, EN UNA PRIMERA PORCIÓN LATERAL DE LA INTERFAZ DE USUARIO, PARA UN PRIMER
USUARIO, UN ABANICO QUE COMPRENDE UNA PLURALIDAD DE ELEMENTOS DE LA INTERFAZ GRÁFICA DE
USUARIO QUE SON DESPLAZABLES POR EL PRIMER USUARIO, EN DONDE UN ELEMENTO DE INTERFAZ GRÁFICA DE
USUARIO ACTIVO DE LA PLURALIDAD DE ELEMENTOS DE INTERFAZ GRÁFICA DE USUARIO MUESTRA INFORMACIÓN
DE COMUNICACIÓN ASOCIADO CON UN SEGUNDO USUARIO DIFERENTE DEL PRIMER USUARIO, Y EN DONDE LOS
ELEMENTOS DE LA INTERFAZ GRÁFICA DE USUARIO INACTIVOS DE LA PLURALIDAD DE ELEMENTOS DE LA
INTERFAZ GRÁFICA DE USUARIO MUESTRAN INFORMACIÓN DE COMUNICACIÓN TRUNCADA; Y MOSTRAR, EN LA
INTERFAZ DE USUARIO, UNA REGIÓN DE FOCO ACTIVA QUE REPRESENTA USANDO UNA METÁFORA VISUAL
SEMEJANTE A UN HAZ DE LUZ, UNA SESIÓN DE COMUNICACIÓN ACTIVA EN LA QUE ESTÁ PARTICIPANDO
ACTUALMENTE EL PRIMER USUARIO, LA REGIÓN DE FOCO ACTIVA CUENTA CON ELEMENTOS GRÁFICOS QUE
REPRESENTAN A LOS PARTICIPANTES ASOCIADOS CON LA SESIÓN DE COMUNICACIÓN ACTIVA. SIGUEN 19
REIVINDICACIONES.

VISTAS
 FECHA GENERACION  FECHA CONTESTACION  FECHA NOTIFICACION DESCRIPCION

04/10/2011 12:00:00 A.M. 13/09/2012 12:00:00 A.M. 20/03/2012 12:00:00 A.M. EXAMEN PRELIMINAR

15/08/2014 12:00:00 A.M. 28/11/2014 12:00:00 A.M. 29/08/2014 12:00:00 A.M. RESOLUCION 187/14

PRIORIDADES



 FECHA  NUMERO  PAIS

26/05/2010 12:00:00 A.M. 61/348,550 US

27/12/2010 12:00:00 A.M. 12/978,884 US

ESCRITOS
 FECHA  NOTIF.  LEVANTAMIENTO  VENCIMIENTO TIPO DETALLE

17/08/2011
12:00:00 A.M.

06/08/2012
12:00:00 A.M.

DESGLOSE

13/09/2012
12:00:00 A.M.

N/A CONTESTA
VISTA

26/01/2016
12:00:00 A.M.

N/A CONTESTA
VISTA

ANUALIDADES
 ANUALIDAD  FECHA PAGO IMPORTE
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Av. PaseoColón717(C1063ACH)-Ciudadde BS.As.-RepúblicaArgentina
ARGENTINA

. www.inoLaov.ar
ACLARACIONES PREVIAS

SOLICITUD N°: P110101785AL EXAMEN DE FONDO

SOLICITANTE: AVAYA AGENTE: CLARKE

EXAMINADOR: Ing. Bernardo Elberger FECHA: 19/10/2015

FECHA INF. ANT: FECHA DE RESPUESTA:

In!. CI.7:G06F 15/173, 3/01
BASE DEL INFORME

l:8J SOLICITUDPRESENTADAORIGINALMENTEENFECHA:24/05/2011

l:8J DESCRIPCION,PAGINAS: 1 a 29 PRESENTADA(S)ORIGINALMENTE

DESCRIPCION,PAGINAS: PRESENTADA(S)EL:

DESCRIPCION,PAGINAS: PRESENTADA(S)EL:

l:8J REIVINDICACION(ES): 1 a 10 PRESENTADA(S)ORIGINALMENTE

REIVINDICACION(ES): PRESENTADA(S)EL:

REIVINDICACION(ES): PRESENTADA(S)EL:

l:8J DIBUJOS,FIGURA(S): 1 a 9 PRESENTADA(S)ORIGINALMENTE

DIBUJOS,FIGURA(S): PRESENTADA(S)EL:

DIBUJOS,FIGURA(S): PRESENTADA(S)EL:

l:8J ART.27 EF3C90
OBSERVACIONES:
Teniendo en cuenta que la presente solicitud ha sido presentada invocando prioridad, se observa que la

misma ha sido concedida por la Oficina de los EEUU bajo el N° de patente US 9.158.444 B2, atento a lo

cual se ha procedido a realizar la búsqueda de antecedentes (de acuerdo al alcance del pliego

reivindicatorio de la mencionada patente homóloga) sólo en los archivos nacionales, como resultado de

la cual no se han detectado antecedentes oponibles, por lo que a los efectos de acelerar la resolución de

la presente solicitud en cuanto a dar por cumplidos los requisitos de patentabilidad respecto de la

búsqueda internacional y en virtud de lo establecido por el arto 27 de la ley 24.481 (T.O. 1.996), y del arto

27, inc. 111- a) de su Reglamento y para mejor proveer, se sugiere al Sr. Solicitante ajustar el alcance de

las reivindicaciones de la presente solicitud al alcance con que fuera concedida la patente homóloga US

9.158.444 B2, adecuando dichas reivindicaciones a las exigencias de la Ley 24.481 (T.O. 1996).

Sin perjuicio de lo antes señalado, deberá corregir los siguientes defectos:
-

(continúa)
-

j

1
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OBSERVACIONES (Cont)

La reivindicación 10 de dicho documento de patente, al reivindicar un programa de cómputo grabado en

un medio de registro, deberá ser eliminada por caer dentro de las excepciones a la patentabilidad

dispuestas en el art 6° de la ley 24481 cuando dice:

No se considerarán invenciones para los efectos de esta ley:

c) Los planes, reglas y métodos para el ejercicio de actividades intelectuales, para juegos o para

actividades económico-comerciales, asi como los programas de computación;

Nota 1: A los efectos de cumplimentar el Art 32 de la Ley 24481 (TO 1996), se solicita, para mejor

proveer, toda vez que se introduzcan modificaciones en el pliego reivindicatorio, se adjunte copia de la 10

reivindicación, agregando la frase: "siguen x reivindicaciones",

Nota 2: Para cualquier consulta sobre la solicitud, se deberá concertar previamente una cita por teléfono

con el examinador a car o del mismo TE:4344-4923 al 27 ,

DAR VISTA

Firma Examinador:

NOTIFICACION:
En atención al informe técnico adjunto, y a lo normado en el

art. 27.III.a) del Decreto W 260/96, Anexo 11,otórguese un plazo por el termino de 90 días corridos para contestar
las aclaraciones previas al examen de fondo. Dicho plazo queda prorrogado en forma automática por TRES
(3) periodos consecutivos de TREINTA (30) dias corridos cada uno,
El solicitante deberá contestar la vista dentro del plazo correspondiente a la vista notificada (90 días corridos) más
los plazos correspondientes a los TRES (3) períodos de prórroga de TREINTA (30) días corridos cada una, bajo
apercibimiento de considerar desistida la presente solicitud sin más trámite, y sin necesidad de nuevo
emplazamiento si el mismo no diera cumplimiento a lo solicitado en el plazo señalado,

SE LE HACE SABER QUE NO ES NECESARIO SOLICITAR EL OTORGAMIENTO DE LA PRORROGA, YA
QUE LAS MISMAS OPERAN EN FORMA AUTOMATICA,

EN EL MOMENTO DE CONTESAR LA VISTA CORRESPONDIENTE, EL SOLICITANTE DEBERÁ
ABONAR EL ARANCEL QUE CORRESPONDA DE ACUERDO A LA CANTIDAD DE PRÓRROGAS UTILIZADAS,
EN CASO DE NO ABONAR EL SOLICITANTE EL ARANCEL RESPECTIVO, SE LO INTIMARÁ PARA QUE LO
EFECTIVICE EN EL PLAZO DE DIEZ (10) DIAS HÁBILES (ARTICULO 1°, INCISO E), APARTADO 4° DE LA LEY
N° 19.549), BAJO APERCIBIMIENTO DE CONSIDERAR DESISTIDA SU SOLICITUD CONFORME ARTiCULO 3.
DE LA RESOLUCiÓN N" D-168/01,

Notificado (Firma y Aclaración): .

Fecha: "'"'''''''''''''''' """" "'"

Fecha de vencimiento: '"'''''''''''''''''''' '"''''''''''

Firma Comisario:

Lic.PatriciaM Vázqu
SUBCOMI RIO

Administración Nacio I de Pa ntes
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